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to place, as the herds and flocks found food. Of
this nature had probably been the towns or villages
to which the cemeteries belonged, and their existence
still on the plain of Niksich, where they must have
been built without any possibility of removal beyond
the limits of the plain (which is only about ten miles
in its greatest extent, and bounded by abrupt hills),
was a curious evidence of the intensely conservative
character of the population which had established
itself there at a remote epoch.

The sledge houses at Niksich had never been
moved, nor would there have been any object in
moving them, for the remotest part of the plain was
to be reached in a long hour's walk, -and the rocky
setting of its grassy luxuriance, rising into higher
land all round, by steep ridges, would have shown
the builders that where the house was built, there it
would stand. On these great planinas there might
have been a range far greater, but the presence of
the cemeteries, which must have been the result of a
considerable duration of residence, proved that the
planinas now deserted, save for the summer hay-
makers, had once been held by a considerable popu-
lation. I desired to open one of the graves, but the
superstition of the people, whom no inducement
could prevail on to meddle with the dead, made it
impossible to find workers to aid me. I can only
conjecture, therefore, from the emblems on the tombs
and the rudeness of the reliefs, that they must date
from early Christian times, probably the so-called
Gallic (really Slavonic) invasions prior to Diocletian ;